
 
 

FINCANTIERI SIGNS THE FUTURE FRIGATE PARTICIPANT SERVICES CONTRACT 

The Italian group contracted by the Australian Government to participate in the Competitive 

Evaluation Process for the Future Frigates Programme – SEA 5000 

 

Trieste, September 1st, 2016 –  Fincantieri, one of the world’s largest shipbuilding groups and 

number one by diversification and innovation, has signed a contract with the Australian 

Government to participate in the Competitive Evaluation Process, conducted by the Department of 

Defence, to deliver 9 Future Frigates - to be built in Adelaide, South Australia - for the Royal 

Australian Navy (RAN) under the SEA 5000 programme.  

Fincantieri is one of three shipbuilders short-listed by the Capability Acquisition and Sustainment 

Group (CASG), part of the Department of Defence, to participate in the evaluation and selection 

process, which will last about one year. Similar agreements were signed also by Navantia and 

BAE Systems. 

Fincantieri is offering its Italian FREMM Frigate (ASW, Anti-submarine warfare version), which is 

currently in service and being built for the Italian Navy (see below).  

Giuseppe Bono, CEO of Fincantieri, commented: “We are fully committed to this programme, 

which represents one of the most important naval surface shipbuilding projects in the world. This is 

the first ever contract signed by Fincantieri with the Australian Department of Defence and we are 

very excited by the opportunity to participate in the evaluation process and to propose the very 

best of the Italian shipbuilding design and construction. We hope that this will be only the first step 

in this important programme, in which our company would be able to put its wealth of experience, 

know-how, capabilities and transfer of technology at the service of the Australian Government and 

its Navy”. 

Fincantieri Italian FREMM (ASW Version) for SEA 5000  

There are currently 10 ships in the Class – four in ASW Anti-submarine warfare configuration (bow 

sonar plus towed variable depth sonar) and six in GP General Purpose configuration (rapid 

response RHIB ramp at stern). 

The ships are electric motor driven at low speed for ASW operations and Gas Turbine driven at 

high speed (at which time the electric motors become alternators). Hangar space is available for 



 
two MH-90 sized helicopters. Initial studies have shown that the CEA radars can be easily 

accommodated with little modification apart from the main mast. 

*   *   * 

Fincantieri is one of the world’s largest shipbuilding groups and number one by diversification and innovation. It is 

leader in cruise ship design and construction and a reference player in all high-tech shipbuilding industry’s sectors, from 

naval to offshore vessels, from high-complexity special vessels and ferries to mega-yachts, ship repairs and conversions, 

systems and components production and after-sales services. 

Headquartered in Trieste (Italy), the Group has built more than 7,000 vessels in over 230 years of maritime history. With 

almost 19,000 employees, of whom more than 7,800 in Italy, 20 shipyards in 4 continents, today Fincantieri is the leading 

Western shipbuilder. It has among its clients the major cruise operators, the Italian and the U.S. Navy, in addition to 

several foreign navies, and it is partner of some of the main European defense companies within supranational 

programmes. 

www.fincantieri.com 
 

*   *   * 
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