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The “ship-bridge” over the Polcevera stream. A new 100-meter maxi deck has been raised. 

 

Rapidity and know-how of excellence: Fincantieri’s production model at the service of 

Genoa and the Country 

 

Genoa, March 10 — Today, the new 100-meter maxi steel deck has been raised. The deck, whose 

profile will recall the hull of a ship, as designed by Renzo Piano — whose construction was entrusted 

to Fincantieri Infrastructure, Fincantieri group, leader in maritime engineering, and Salini Impregilo, 

united in the PERGENOVA joint venture — has been transported over the Polcevera stream this 

morning.  

   

A total of 24,000 tonnes of steel are needed to build the new bridge, 9,000 of which have already 

been raised. 800 people are at work for the production of the steel structures that make up the nerve 

centre of the infrastructure in the 3 plants of Fincantieri — Sestri Ponente, Castellammare di Stabia 

and Valeggio sul Mincio, which have been working for a year on the construction of the new viaduct. 

  

A tireless work: the bridge is in fact well over half its length. The new section of deck, which will bring 

the work visible on the Genoese skyline to measure more than 600 metres, has now been raised to 

a height of over 40 metres, with all 14 side casings — the wings of the bridge that give the structure 

its characteristic shape, reminiscent of the hull of a ship — for a total weight of 1,800 tonnes. This, 

between Pier 9 and Pier 10, is the second span of exceptional dimensions and, like the previous one 

raised just a few weeks ago between Pier 8 and Pier 9, has required the use of special machinery. 

In fact, it is impossible to proceed with the maxi cranes used for the other 50 metre spans. Thus the 

strand jacks, special equipment that makes it possible to lift the huge deck at a speed, in optimal 

weather conditions, of 5 meters per hour, are back to work on site. 

  

The lifting of this maxi-deck has required, not only for its size, but also for the positioning astride the 

Polcevera stream, a series of special preparatory activities. The span, in fact, was first lifted with a 

jack up system and then moved with remote controlled trolleys towards the bed of the Polcevera 

stream. Subsequently, the large span was moved towards the East overhanging the riverbed and 

then taken up again by another group of trolleys, to which a temporary steel tower was 

superimposed. At this point, the deck was moved first to the East and then to the North, and finally 

it was loaded onto the strand jacks for its lifting on the Piers.  

 

“I want to thank all the workers and technicians who are doing their best to complete the bridge in 

record time,” Fincantieri’s CEO, Giuseppe Bono, has said.” “On behalf of Fincantieri and on my own, 
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I want to offer each of them our most sincere gratitude. On this occasion, at such a delicate time, I 

would also like to thank the workers of Fincantieri, with the promise that we will keep up with 

rigorously adopting all the measures indicated by the Authorities to protect everyone’s health.” Bono 

has then concluded: “Finally, I want to spare a thought to those affected by this terrible epidemic, 

with my best wishes for a speedy recovery.” 

  

The last exceptional raising of 100 meters that will pass over the railroad, is expected on the 

construction site in the coming weeks and will represent a new challenge for this work, proceeding 

at a record speed, never experienced before in our country. Rapidity and an all-Italian know-how of 

excellence are making the new bridge an example for the whole of Italy, so much so that today we 

speak of the “Genoa model” as a synonym of efficiency. 

*   *   * 

Fincantieri is one of the world’s largest shipbuilding groups and number one for diversification and innovation. It is leader 

in cruise ship design and construction and a reference player in all high-tech shipbuilding industry sectors, from naval to 

offshore vessels, from high-complexity special vessels and ferries to mega yachts, as well as in ship repairs and 

conversions, production of systems and mechanical and electrical component equipment and after-sales services. With 

over 230 years of history and more than 7,000 vessels built, Fincantieri has always kept its management offices, as well 

as all the engineering and production skills, in Italy.  

With over 8,900 employees in Italy and a supplier network that employs nearly 50,000 people, Fincantieri has enhanced a 

fragmented production capacity over several shipyards into strength, acquiring the widest portfolio of clients and products 

in the cruise segment. To hold its own in relation to competition and assert itself at global level, Fincantieri has broadened 

its product portfolio becoming world leader in the sectors in which it operates. 

With globalization, the Group has around 20 shipyards in 4 continents, over 19,000 employees and is the leading Western 

shipbuilder. It has among its clients the world’s major cruise operators, the Italian and the US Navy, in addition to several 

foreign navies, and it is partner of some of the main European defense companies within supranational programs. 

Fincantieri’s business is widely diversified by end markets, geographical exposure and by client base, with revenue mainly 

generated from cruise ship, naval and Offshore and Specialized vessel construction. Compared with less diversified 

players, such diversification allows it to mitigate the effects of any fluctuations in demand on the end markets served. 

www.fincantieri.com 
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